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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear friends as I write this report I reflect back over 
the year as to the life of our fellowship at Park URC.  

As with most years I look back over all our Church Magazines for the 
year. I would like to thank Rod and all those who contribute to the 
Magazine each month. I can recommend going back over the 
Magazines they are a lovely record of the things we have done or 
been thinking about and contain some lovely articles written as well. If 
you can’t find your copy, all the copies of the Magazine as far back as 
January 2011 are available on our website. 

2018 has been a year of quite a few changes especially with the day to 
day running of the Church buildings and finances. In January Yvette 
took over as our new Treasurer after nearly 20 year of service by Alistair 
Knox.   

As Yvette took control of this new role it became more apparent that 
we need to change quite significantly the role of the Centre Manager 
so that the role would be resident on the premises and would also pick 
up some of the financial processes. Julie Cameron, who had been out 
Centre Manager for 10 years felt unable to take on these new 
responsibilities. Julie had done a wonderful job over the years and had 
increased the volume of our letting significantly.  

In September, Rebecca Joyce took on the new role and has settled in 
to the new role fantastically and is doing a wonderful job holding 
everything together.  

At the end of the year in November Loraine Butler, who had been with 
us for nearly 9 years as our cleaner and very much part of our family at 
Park informed us of her intention of taking up a role of as a Teaching 
assistant. I know that she had been trying for some time to move into 
this role. Loraine had been very much the ‘face’ of Park on a daily basis 
and was well liked by all of our hall hirers. We now believe we have 
found an excellent replacement, Phil started earlier this year.  We 
would like to thank Matilda for stepping in until Phil had started and her 
continued support. 

Much of the year was troubled with our finances. We started the year 
with quite a deficit which meant that we had to be very cautious and 
even ask the Synod Trust to renegotiate our loan and even take a short 
break from repayments. With the help of a new computer based 
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invoicing system we were able to collect some outstanding lettings 
payments and improve the speed of invoicing and collection.  

Due to these changes we had quite an exceptional year by the end of 
2018. I am sure this is covered in finer detail in the Treasurers Report.   

Although there were a few changes during the year we still kept up 
many of our ‘regular’ events as well as some new ones.  

This year Park hosted the World day of Prayer, thanks to Gaye and her 
team for organising this. It was a very moving service including drama, 
readings and new songs.  

Throughout Lent we again had a Lent Study group. It again was based 
on a movie, this year it was based on Casablanca, the 1942 film starring 
Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman. The study was entitled “a 
beautiful friendship”. Themes of uncertainty, refugees, waiting, 
rejection, loss and anger were followed by seeing the wider picture 
more clearly leading to reappraisal, forgiveness. Love and sacrifice. I 
know all who attended these weekly studies got a lot out of them and 
they were appreciated.   

Also in March, Drapes put on another Murder Mystery, The Great British 
Bump off. Between the different acts of the paly a meal was served 
and during the pudding course we had to decide “who done it”. I 
don’t want to give away the plot but just beware of lemon drizzle cake.  

In June we had another prayer week, this has now become a regular 
biannual event. The Church was cleared of the normal rows of chairs 
and was arranged with many different prayer stations. It was open from 
9:00 am until 9:00 pm each day.  

Many people volunteered to be present to welcome guests. It was 
certainly yet again a good place just to ‘be’ and spend time at payer 
or doing some of the craft activities feeling God’s presence around 
you.  Thanks to Carrie for organising it and all those who arranged the 
prayer stations.  

Later that month we were off to White Mark Farm, Watlington for our 
annual Church Camp. We had 25 campers this year with more people 
coming out to join us on Saturday for the afternoon activities and BBQ. 
On Sunday morning we all shared a service and communion together 
before taking down the tents and heading home. I am sure those that 
shared the BBQ on the Saturday night won’t forget the fantastic sunset 
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that night! As usual it was a great weekend with plenty of time to chat 
with old friends and get to know new ones.  

On All Hallows eve Park held a Light Party for young children this was a 
great success and I’m sure it is something we will try to repeat.   

In November we had our Christmas Fair which was really successful. We 
were entertained by a choir from St Peter’s school and the Reading 
Gospel Choir and were continuously fed by the café and there plenty 
of stalls to participate in. We had invited our local MP Matt Rhoda to 
come an officially open the Fair. Matt was great and stayed for quite a 
while talking to people and visiting the stall and was very accessible.  

Throughout this year we had a “Talent Scheme” This was the inspiration 
of and seed Funded by Rod and Carrie. We all responded to the 
challenge and a variety of schemes were  run during the year; All sort 
of cakes, crafts, cards, marmalade were made Anya produced  a 
book of people’s favourite pudding recipes, Sally and Carrie walked 
the Mary Jones walk in Wales, Rod, Tony & Frances (2CQ) created a CD 
of many of the songs they have performed at Park. Also as part of the 
Talent scheme a Summer Kids Club was organised, it went down 
brilliantly and supported by a large number of young people.  

Thanks to the “team” that contributed to make it such a success. I am 
sure this event and other similar initiatives will continue in the future. The 
Talent Scheme was a brilliant effort by many people and thanks to all of 
those who sponsored or bought all the items produced.       

During the year our membership decreased by three. Sadly Ianthe 
Chaito passed away in January. Ianthe had been in a nursing home for 
many years, Bob Butler passed away in March and John Goodchild 
sadly passed away in July. I know many of us have memories of when 
they were with us.  

It was with great pleasure that Steven Ballard became a Church 
Member in October. Over the last few years Steven has really found a 
‘home’ with us here and is joining in with many of the Church activities 
including Wednesday morning prayers and a member of the nomad 
House group. Mike Townend, who has moved away from the area has 
been transferred to list ‘B’ until we hear if he has transferred to another 
Church.  

A blessing during the year is the number of different people (35) who 
have led services at Park.  Some people whom we have relied upon for 
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many years but also new people who have come adding a lot of 
variety to our worship.  

What is also very encouraging to see is all the people from within our 
own fellowship that are accepting the challenge and ‘having a go’. 
They have all been brilliant. Also brilliant is Julia Marsh who has built up 
the pulpit supply list and ensures they all have the information they 
require and provide her with the information she requires each week.  

I cannot finish my overview with talking about the Vacancy. This has 
occupied us for so much of the year. During the year we worked on 
and completed our Church Profile and then had to wait while the 
pastorate was identified.  

We were aware that we would need to share a minister with another 
Church but the problem was which one and how could it happen. 
There was a meeting in July with representatives from all 6  ‘M4’ 
Churches (Park, St Andrew’s , Tilehurst, Grange, Thatcham and 
Hungerford. ) Various opportunities were discussed but no obvious 
solutions presented themselves. In October The Area Pastoral 
Committee suggested that, although not perfect, to allow things to 
progress, that Park and Hungerford should become a joint pastorate 
sharing a Minister.  

In 2019 we will be able to declare a Vacancy and continue with the 
process of finding a new Minister.  I know that we have all found the 
process a little frustrating. Our church in URC terms is significantly bigger 
than the average URC Church, we have remained quite strong and not 
lost our membership as so many other churches have.  

We are a strong church and we have a strong future. I know that Park is 
a place that is loved by so many of us and we share that love with 
each other and with others outside of our buildings.  

I want to thank all of you for supporting Me, the Elders and each other 
but special thanks to Yvette, Simon and Jenny for supporting and 
putting up with me.  

I constantly have in my mind the words of Jeramiah 29 v11: 

 “I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity 
and not disaster, plans to bring about the future you hope for.”    

I look forward to 2019 and the years to come as we appoint a new 
Minister and Park continue to grow prosper and serve the Lord.  
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Church Family News 

We send our love and congratulations to 
those who have been celebrating special 
birthdays recently, including Charlotte 
Blackburn who was 30 , and Daisy Smith, who was 21.  

We also ask for God’s blessing on two young people who have come 
through our SALT Groups. Sophie and Alistair Connell were confirmed by 
the Bishop of Reading at Earley St Nicolas Church earlier in the month. 
We pray for God’s guidance wherever their continuing journey of faith 
takes them.  

We rejoice that four members of our congregation were commissioned 
as Street Pastors this month. Geraint and Sue Thomas, Sally Street and 
Bev Warden join Roger on the Street Pastors team and we pray for 
them all as they respond to God’s call to serve in this way.  

We are also pleased to report that our new cleaner, Phil Sayor, started 
work on Monday March 4th.  We thank him and pray that he will 
quickly settle in to his new routine. We also thank Matilda for her 
continuing work as our weekend cleaner. 

Some of you will have heard Phebe Mann taking part in the Faith 
Programme on BBC Radio Berkshire. We continue to pray for Phebe as 
she explores her responding to the call to ministry.  

We pray for those who mourn. Older members and friends were sorry to 
hear of the death of Mary Allison. Mary was Brown Owl to the Brownies 
at Park for many years and her husband Reg was Church Secretary 
during the 1960’s and early 1970’s. Mary died peacefully at her home in 
Minehead on Friday March 15th, and we send our love and sympathy 
to her children Trevor and Christine.  

We pray for Chris Carr, brother of Julia Marsh, who had triple bypass 
heart surgery. We pray for Chris and his family, that all went well and for 
his recovery. We pray for those affected by ill-health or continuing to 
recover from or receive treatment, including Alastair Clark, Dave and 
Jenny Jones, Pat Fuller, Andrea Dewing, and Hilary Campbell.  

Carrie King 



page 8 

 

Update on Preachers During Vacancy 

A very big thank you to the wonderful response I have had recently to 
fill the Pulpit Plan.  We are continuing to do well but Roger and I would 
love to hear from anyone who thinks they could either lead a service or 
be involved in any way. 

Please see below the updated list of preachers who will lead morning 
worship over the next two months. 

April 

 7th April: Roger Clark 
 14th April, Palm Sunday: Major Jim Cussen 
 19th April, Good Friday, 3.00pm: Carrie King 
 21st April, Easter Sunday, 8.30am: Rev Gordon Connell 
 21st April, Easter Sunday, 10.30am: Roger Clark 
 28th April, Colin Ferguson 

May 

 5th May, Rev Alan Holmes 
 12th May, Michael Penny 
 19th May, SALT Festival led by Simon King & SALT staff 
 26th May, Gaye Rees and others (to be confirmed) 

It is wonderful to have the mix of visiting preachers and the people from 
our own congregation to lead worship each week. 

Julia  
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Church Camp  

Summer is on its way  and our church family camp is now on the 
horizon.  This year we are returning to Whitemark Farm, Watlington from 
21st to 23rd June.   

Whitemark Farm is a lovely 
campsite set in the hills with the 
most amazing views around 
the beautiful Oxfordshire 
countryside, and lots of Red 
Kites soaring overhead.  We 
have camped here on a 
number of occasions and it 
works really well for us.   

During the weekend there will 
plenty of opportunity for 
playing games, having an ice 
cream in the village, taking a 
walk, chatting over (numerous) 
mugs of tea and coffee (…. 
and maybe something a little 
stronger too!)  a barbecue on 
Saturday evening, campfire 
and songs, and worship in the open air on Sunday.  

Please contact Helen if you would like to join us, and don’t worry if you 
haven’t got equipment or never camped before, we will help you out.   

The costs per night are £8 per adult, £4 4-15 year olds, £2 under 5’s.  Day 
visitors are most welcome to join us at a cost of £1 per adult, 50p child. 

If you have any questions please email catch me at church or 
helenj.durrant@gmail.com. Hope to see you there. 

Helen   
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Letters 

I would like to say a very sincere “Thank you” to the 
friends at church for the prayers and flowers that I have 
received whilst I am undergoing hospital treatment. It 
must have been helping, along with the treatment, as my conditions 
has improved, although I do seem to have reached a bit of a plateau 
at the moment.  

However I am a lot more mobile since the fluids gone down and can 
get out in the not too rough and cold or wet weather walking to our 
local shops, or do a 20 minute local walk, from time to time.    

I have reached halfway through the treatment programme and have 
more this week, starting the 10th March.  It should finally finish by the 
end of April,  all going well.  I find I am still pretty tired and still rather 
painful at the moment, but I will see what the clinic have to say and 
advise this week. 

God Bless and very sincere thanks to you all, 

Pat Fuller 

Stepwise is Coming! 

What is Stepwise? 

Stepwise is the new 
intergenerational 
United Reformed 
Church discipleship 
development 
programme. It is for 
people of all ages and backgrounds.   

Stepwise is an integral part of Walking the Way – living the life of Jesus 
today, the United Reformed Church’s focus on whole-life discipleship 
and mission. 

Further information about the programme is available from the URC 
website on the Stepwise page.  

Wessex Synod is pleased to confirm that Stepwise will soon be rolled out 
in our Synod.  
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We hope that we will have some groups following the Faith Filled Life 
Stream in Wessex later this year. If these are not in your area – please 
don’t worry – groups will be starting at different times in different areas 
according to numbers and need.  

This is what you need to know 

 All participants wanting to engage in the Stepwise programme will 
have to begin with completing Faith Filled Life. 

 If you want to participate in Faith Filled Life, go to our Synod website 
and fill in an application form, and send this to Ruth Heine, 
development@urcwessex.org.uk  

 You will then be contacted by a member of the Synod Advocacy 
Group.  

 Synod will identify where the learning Hubs will be located within the 
Synod. 

 Groups will be formed logically for participants, and appointed 
facilitators will be asked to travel (where appropriate). Groups will 
then be registered with the Stepwise hub at Church House and you 
will receive a login for your online learning. 

 You will have a mentor throughout Stepwise, and if you are unable 
to identify one from your church, you will be given help to find one. 

 Following on from Faith Filled Life, there will be Faith Fuelled 
Leadership, Faith Filled Community and Faith filled Confidence. 
Then the final stream will be Faith Filled Worship.  

You can do all of these or just select what you feel God is calling you 
on to after completing Faith Filled Life.  

If you want to know any more about this, please contact Mary Thomas 
dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk or Ray Stanyon dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk   
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Park Family Film Night  

Showing ‘The Greatest Showman’ 

Saturday 13th April 2019 5pm 
onwards.  

Free Entry – just bring your own food 
and snacks 

Becky 

 

 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates  

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services on every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2.30 – 
3.30 pm 

 10th April 
 8th May 
 12th June 
 10th July 
 August – holidays 
 11th September 
 9th October 
 13th November 
 11th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with 
the residents and boost the singing.   

Please sign in at the Care Home reception desk on arrival. 

Julia 



page 13 

 

Earley Folk Dance Group 

Earley Folk Dance Group meets at Park Church on Tuesday evenings, 
during ‘term’ time, 7.30-9.30 in David’s Hall. The Group has recently 
celebrated its  Anniversary. 

Earley Folk Dance Group was formed on 24th January, 1929 and was 
known as Earley Folk Dance Centre. They met in St Peter’s Church Hall, 
most members were from St Peter’s Church and also teachers from St 
Peter’s School.  

Nowadays members come from Bracknell, Sonning Common, St Peter’s 
Church, Abbey Baptist, Christchurch Woodley, Park Church. Anyone 
interested is welcome to join us. 

As we celebrate 90 years of 
dancing - just a few notes 
from the Minute Books. 

In the 1930’s the Group was 
invited to dance at various 
functions including garden 
parties at Bulmershe Court. 
More recently we have 
performed the Maypole 
dancing at Wokingham May 
Fair. 

During the Second World War, 
which the Minutes refer to as 
‘the National Situation’, no halls were available so the Group was 
unable to meet for six years, except in the Summer months when they 
danced in members’ gardens (we still do this).  

There is a note in the Minute Book about ‘the difficulty of moving the 
piano out of the house onto the lawn and a member suggested using a 
gramophone’. Piano music was always used at this time, they later 
progressed to record player with 78’s, tapes, CD’s and now we have 
digital music. Of course, live music is the best.  
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At our 90th Anniversary Dance this year, Howard Ballard was Caller and 
we danced to the live music of ‘Toucan Play’. Folk dance groups from 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Hampshire joined us; a lively evening 
was enjoyed by all. 

We 
are a 

friendly Group - all are welcome to join us. You don’t need to come 
with a partner, we ‘mix and match’ and take a turn with all; we have a 
Caller to instruct us through the dances.  

So, why not come and enjoy a jolly evening with exercise as well. Ring 
the bell for ‘David’s Room’. 

This term finishes 9 April. We start again 30 April - 2 July. 

Janet Pritchard 
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Christian Aid Week: ‘All mums should live’ 

Christian Aid Week runs from 12th to 18th May. Park Church has a long 
tradition of generously supporting the important causes each year and 
we hope that you will continue to be 
generous.  

So, here is notice of a very 
exciting date for your diary. On 
Tuesday 14th May, from 8.00- 11.00 
am, we will be holding a 
Christian Aid Week breakfast and 
brunch.  

Just drop in anytime you like for bacon and eggs, or a toast or muffin, 
or just a cup of tea or coffee. It will also be time just to chat and catch 
up with each other. All proceeds will go to Christian Aid.  

If you would also like to help out in any way, just let Carrie know. But 
there is absolutely no pressure or obligation. If you would like to have a 
little stall on the side selling cakes, books, toys, plants or anything really 
and all proceeds will go to Christian Aid, again let Carrie know.  

Please spread the word far and wide and bring your family, friends, 
colleagues and neighbours. 

This year the focus is on Sierra Leone which is the world’s most 
dangerous place to become a mum. Every single day 10 women die 
from giving birth.  

For example, in one large district the community struggle with a clinic 
which has no electricity and only two delivery beds. Nurse, Judith, 
dreams of having a health centre that can meet their needs. Currently 
the centre is the size of a small bedroom, where operations, deliveries 
and baby check-ups all happen in one single room with only two 
delivery beds.  

The nurse works around the clock to meet the needs of mums and 
young children who come to the clinic. But the need is great, and 
sometimes she’s forced to send people away. When women come to 
the clinic at night, there’s no light for the mothers so they are asked to 
bring a torch to see by. 

Jebbeh is a young mother, she is heavily pregnant but as her baby 
grows, it’s not joy that fills her heart, but fear. When her sister went in to 
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labour, there were no ambulances available so she had no choice but 
to walk for three hours under the baking sun to the nearest hospital. The 
journey was long and with every step she struggled to keep walking, 
but very sadly she died at the roadside.  

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth safer for 
mothers and babies. Through our gifts and prayers, we can help give 
the world’s poorest mothers a chance to live.  

So, the question is, will you help us to bring about changes in Sierra 
Leonne for mothers and of course their babies? If we manage to raise 
£300, for example, it could help provide a new delivery bed so that 
more mothers like Jebbeh can have their babies delivered safely.  

To raise money this year there will be the breakfast-brunch and also, we 
will put out the Christian Aid collection envelopes on Sundays, where 
any donation you may wish to give will be gratefully received. 

Speak to Chris or Carrie today and join us so women can celebrate 
more happy birth days. 

Chris  

Palestinian Concert 

There is a concert on June 30th at St Andrew's Church in Caversham by 
some excellent Palestinian musicians. Some of you will remember 
hearing the Galilee Quartet when they came to Earley in 2016.   

The quartet is a group of four siblings the oldest of whom, Omar, had 
been a political prisoner for refusing to serve in the Israeli army. Omar 
(viola) and his sister Tibah (cello) are studying at the Royal Scottish 
Conservatoire in Glasgow. For this tour they are joined by talented 
pianist, Iyad Sughayer and violinist, Lourdina Baboun 

Calling All Writers And Budding Journalists  

An exciting new opportunity has 
arisen for to enable young people 
and young adults (and even the 
more confident writers from URC 
Children) to make a visible 
contribution to the church and 
make their voices heard. Reform 
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magazine have invited us to form a panel of writers to produce a new 
youth column for their monthly magazine. Here is the remit from Editor 
Steve Tomkins. You can contact him or the Programme Officer Lorraine 
Webb if you would like to learn more.  

Reform, the United Reformed Church’s national magazine, is planning a 
new column, written by younger members of the Church. The 
provisional title is ‘Here & now’. We would love to hear from people 
who are interested in writing for it. 

The scope of the column is broad: we want to hear what you have to 
say. We want to hear the stories you have to tell and the points you 
have to make. What is it like being a Christian in today’s world? How 
are you living out your faith? What do you have to say to the Church? 
How do you want to change the world? How do you want to change 
the Church? 

Contributors will be about the age of URC Youth, or possibly URC 
Children – but there is no strict cut-off point at either end. 

The column will appear in every issue of Reform, so there will be ten 
instalments a year. The same contributor might write for it repeatedly, 
but there will not be a strict rota, and we hope to hear from a good 
number of different voices. 

Provisionally, the length of the column is between 650 and 750 words. 

Submission dates will be arranged with contributors. Text should 
submitted by email to Lorraine Webb at lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk 

 

The Big Speak Out: 5 to 7 July 2019  

After the success of last year's Big 
Speak Out, we are delighted to 
announce that 11 to 18 year olds 
associated with the URC will be 
able to take part in another TBSO 
weekend this year, this time in the 
beautiful Derbyshire village of 
Repton. Repton School is a 
beautiful old boarding school 
which takes over much of the 
village and we have the use of two boarding houses (with common 
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rooms), the Junior Common Room, the chapel and three of the 
classrooms for the weekend, with full catering. 

From arrival on Friday from 6pm onwards, when you'll settle into your 
room in one of the two boarding houses and share in a delicious hot 
meal, there will be times to explore your faith, times to develop skills and 
talents and think about making your mark, times to hang out with old 
friends and make new ones, times to play games, watch movies, share 
in worship, times to take part in workshops, to discuss, to learn, to make 
music or do craft, and times to chill and relax. What an action packed 
weekend!  

As last year, there will be a Leaders' Gathering running simultaneously 
for adults who work with children and young people. Persuade a leader 
to bring you and stay for that as it is an excellent networking 
opportunity with a chance for training and mutual encouragement in a 
relaxing atmosphere. Leaders should contact the CYW office for more 
information.  

Early bird bookings before 5pm Friday 26 April £69 
Bookings after 5pm Friday 26 April £85                                Bookings close 
Monday 10 June 2019 

Remember, if finance is an issue, you can ask your church, your synod 
or the CYW small grants fund for assistance. 

 

Crossfire Youth Camp May 2019  

Crossfire is a weekend youth 
Christian camp which is run by 
GEAR (Group for 
Evangelism and Renewal in the 
United Reformed Church in 
conjunction with URC Youth.  

It has been running for over 
35 year and this year event 
is being held from 24 to 27 May 
at Stathern Lodge in 
Leicestershire.  
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Bookings are now open to young people aged 12 and upwards at a 
cost of £40, with an Early Bird offer or £30 available until 30 March. And 
if you don't have your own tent you can arrange to hire one for a 
nominal fee.  

It’s a fun weekend of talks, small group sessions, sung worship led by the 
Crossfire worship band and fantastic cooked food.  

Expect a great weekend of learning more about Jesus, fun activities 
and meeting new people. The main speaker for the event will be Yan 
Nicholls and you can find out more about him on the website.  

You can find out more and fill in a booking form on the Crossfire 
website.  
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Calling all 16 to 25 year olds! 

The URC needs you! Once again the United Reformed Church will have 
a presence at Greenbelt, the massive Christian Arts and Social Justice 
Festival, during the August Bank Holiday 2019. And after last year's 
success with our amazing team of Youth Ambassadors, the CYW office 
plan to provide an opportunity for 10 more young people to 
experience the festival in that role.  

As part of this new team, your job will be to promote the URC at 
Greenbelt by taking on shifts in our tent where we provide activities for 
all and by supporting URC Youth in running Cake and Debate sessions 
for younger visitors (11-18s). After the event your role will be to promote 
Greenbelt in the URC, by actively engaging in sharing your experiences 
around your synod. You may also be asked to take on a specific role 
such as helping with Comms, vlogging, taking photographs etc during 
the event and will be challenged to try something new every day.  

Following feedback from last year, we have decided to run a team-
building and training session on 20 July to ensure that you are properly 
prepared for your experience and that you all know each other as a 
team. Then you will be needed at the venue from setting up on 
Thursday 22 August to packing and moving out on Tuesday 27 August 
(though there may be some leeway on this if needed).  

You will be asked to provide £25 towards costs and to provide your own 
tent and sleeping bag (sharing is recommended and much more fun 
too!) and transport but food will be provided along with the 
outstanding cost of your ticket. We will be camping together as a team 
and there will be a support team from CYW on site.  

You can contact the office with any questions or we can put you in 
touch with one of last year's youth ambassadors if you prefer. 
Convinced? Why not fill in the application form and tell us why you 
would be the perfect person to be a URC Greenbelt Youth 
Ambassador in 2019.  

 

Book now for Holiday Forum 2019 

Why not come along for a fun week with fellowship and spiritual 
refreshment at the wonderful Christian centre ‘The Hayes’ in Swanwick 
in August. It is a URC holiday with excellent accommodation with 
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activities such as photography, craft work, films, Bible study, music that 
can be enjoyed. 

This year the theme is ‘A Story Waiting to be Told’ and it will be led by 
Rev Richard Becher who used to be at St Andrew’s, Reading working 
with Rev Robert Barthram. Richard is now ‘out of retirement’ and based 
at Broadway URC in the Cotswolds. 

Richard has many skills in journalism and filming and was behind ‘When 
Truth is Blind’ which was shown at Park URC and ‘Longing to Belong’ 
which was made in support of the Windrush generation – yet to be 
seen at Park. 

Rev Iain McLaren will be one of the worship leaders – he is the son of 
Julie who attends St Paul’s in Bracknell and has come to some of our 
services at different times.  

If there are financial reasons why you may hesitate please get in touch 
as there is a bursary fund available to assist.  

Contact Alison Foxwell email bookings@urcholidayforum.org.uk 

Hope to see you there,  

Gaye  

Open Bible Trust Study Afternoon with Michael Penny 

Subject:  Peter – Fisherman, Disciple, and more 

6th April at St Stephen’s Church, Upper Basildon, Reading, RG8 8LS from 
2.30 – 6.00pm with refreshments and tea being served between 
sessions. This is a free of charge event but donations are welcome.  
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Mental Health First Aid Awareness Training 

We have arranged a date for the introductory (half day) Mental Health 
First Aid awareness training course.  It will be held at the Beacon 
Church, 3 Mitchell Rd, Canford Heath, Poole, BH17 8UE on Saturday 18 
May 2019 from 9.30am – 1.30pm 

Places are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment.  Thank 
you. 

Lego Mania Children’s Day 

In line with the assembly theme for 2019 of One Body many parts we 
are running a Lego Mania children’s day. 

On Saturday 8 June 2019 at Fleet URC, 25 King’s Road, Fleet, GU31 3AE.  
10am – 4.30pm.A day for 7 – 13 year olds. 

Cost:  £5 per person. Bookings close on 24 May 2019. 

We will fill the day with everything Lego as we explore what it means to 
be a brick in God’s plan. There will be small group times in Lego domes 
as well as times when we are all together 

Early ideas include:  

 Creating a Lego Bible or set of Bible stories.  
 Exploring how people of different shapes, colours and sizes all fit 

together as part of Gods family 
 Exploring Jesus and God as the Master builder  
 Lego cooking sessions 
 Problem solving with Lego 
 Building races 

And much more all ending in a mega praise party 

Although it will be of particular interest to those who love Lego – this 
event is aimed at anyone who likes to get creative. 

Please contact me at the Synod Office to book places and for more 
information.  Thank you. 

Ruth Heine 
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Home for Good 

Home for Good have an information event coming up on the 13th April 
2019 at Newbury Baptist Church, it is for anyone interested in finding out 
more about fostering and adoption.  

In Berkshire, there are 980 ‘looked after children’ in care. Nationally, we 
know that 70% of these children live in foster care, but because of a 
lack of foster carers, many are living out of the area they were brought 
up in and some are spending their childhood in children’s homes. In 
fact, with a shortage of 8,100 foster carers in the UK, the number of 
children’s homes in the UK increased for the third year running.  

For some, the best option for a safe and settled future is adoption. Yet 
there are more than 2,500 children waiting to be adopted. 28% of these 
children have been waiting more than a year. 

We really believe that the church can solve the crisis. In Berkshire, and 
nationally, there are more churches than there are children who are 
waiting for foster or adoptive families. So, if just one new family in each 
of our churches chose to foster or adopt, no child would be waiting for 
their home for good. 

I’m passionate about increasing the Church’s appetite to care for 
vulnerable children in Berkshire and also to share that this is a message 
for everyone. Not everyone can foster or adopt but we can all wrap 
around those doing this and support them within our churches and 
ensure church is a welcoming place for them.  

If you would like any more information please get in touch. Thank you 
all for your time and continued support, 

Bethany 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Many thanks to all who supported the Fairtrade stall for Fairtrade 
Fortnight and £133 was taken. 

Walking the Path – A Christian Poem For Lent 

Today my journey begins. 
I will walk the winding path 
That you have set before me. 
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I will leave behind the comforts of yesterdays – 
The stability of life without unforeseen change 
Where I am the captain of my soul, 
The master of my destiny, 
And the ruler of my fate. 
But now I leave the wide, empty fields 
And enter through the narrow gate – 
Where I depart from my crumbling kingdom 
And admit that I’m not fit to rule. 
I choose to become a servant of your will 
And refuse to feed mine any longer. 
I choose to be weak 
And in the process grow stronger 
With every piece of me that gets replaced with you. 
I don’t know where you will lead me. 
And if I’m honest, I’m terrified 
Because every inch of my mind 
Is telling me that it’s foolish 
To venture into the unknown with 
Only faith as my guide. 
But my heart knows that faith is more than enough 
And when the road gets tough, 
You’ll be there by my side. 
My spirit soars singing 
That I shall be released, 
As soon as I find that I’ve lost myself 
And discover that you have increased. 

written by Justin Farley 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ..................................... currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark   
   
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ...................  Becky Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ...................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5pm Beavers 
 7pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:16pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7pm Scouts 
 7:30pm Mostly G&S (2nd and 4th Wednesday)  
 8pm ACO (2nd Wednesday) 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:15pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 3:45pm Reading Children’s Counselling Services 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
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